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Overview 
• Forterra background 
• What is TDR? 
• Ingredients for success 
• Case studies 

• King County 
• Snohomish County 

• Partnering with cities 
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Why do we need TDR? 
 
 
 

• Zoning limitations 
• Retain quality of life 
• Flood control/climate resiliency 
• Cost of serving growth 
 



Landscape view 

• Property Rights 
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TDR and Zoning 

100-acre farm 
1 house per 10 acres = 10 Development 

Rights 

What is a Development 
Right? 
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TDR Ingredients for Success 
• Clearly defined conservation priorities 

(supply) 
• Market for growth (demand) 
• Business model (marketplace) 
• Appropriate incentives 
• Use of TDR is linked to growth 
 



TDR Basics  

Sending areas 
 



TDR Basics 

Receiving  
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TDR Basics  
Incentives:  one TDR credit =  
• Additional dwelling units 
• Floor area 
• Building height 
• Parking requirement reduction 
• Expedited permitting 
• Anything that adds value 



Existing Programs 

 

May 2014 TDR Brownbag 15 

TDR in the Puget Sound 



Case Study:  King County 

• Most successful program in country:  
>143,000 acres protected over 19 years 

• Partnerships with cities 
• Clearly articulated conservation goals 
• Strong institutional support 
• Strong political support 
• TDR closely tied to growth 



Case Study:  Snohomish County 

• 138 acres protected in 13 years 
• Weak institutional support 
• Weak political support 
• TDR not tied to growth 



Partnering with Cities 



What are Conservation Goals? 



Nick Bratton 
Policy Director 
nbratton@Forterra.org 
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