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Revenue Stream Reference Distribution Rate Ranges Eligible Jail Use Applies to: Length 
New approval 
required? Annual county revenue 

Public safety sales 
tax 

RCW 
82.14.450 

60% to county, 
40% to cities 
within county on a 
per capita basis 

No more than 0.3 percent in 
counties and 0.1 percent in 
cities, not to exceed 0.3 
percent combined. 

Operations and 
planning/ 
construction. 

All taxable retail sales 
countywide, excluding motor 
vehicle sales 

Permanent Majority voter 
approval 

$4.3 million for every 
tenth of one percent, up 
to 3 tenths 

Criminal Justice, 
Juvenile 
(Detention 
Facilities and Jails 
Tax) 

RCW 
82.14.350 

100% to county 0.1 percent countywide Operations and 
planning/ 
construction. 

All taxable retail sales 
countywide 

Permanent Majority voter 
approval 

$7.9 Million 

Real estate excise 
tax I 

RCW 
82.46.010 

100% county  0.25 percent in 
unincorporated area 

Planning and 
construction. 
Up to $1 million for 
maintenance 
(excludes routine 
operations). 

Property sales in the 
unincorporated area 

Flexible Existing revenue 
source / Council 
appropriation 
needed 

$6.2 million currently 
mostly dedicated to 
debt, debt obligations 
will decline significantly 
by 2027. 

Real estate excise 
tax II 

RCW 
82.46.035 

100% county  0.25 percent in 
unincorporated area 

Planning and 
construction. 

Property sales in the 
unincorporated area 

Flexible Existing revenue 
source / Council 
appropriation 
needed 

Up to $1 million for 
capital projects eligible 
for REET 1 only. 

County General 
Levy Lid Lift up to 
$1.80 per $1,000 
of taxable AV 

RCW 
84.55.050 

100% to county Up to 69.27 cents per $1,000 
of taxable assessed value 
($220.99 annually for 
median household) 

Operations and 
planning / 
construction 

Countywide taxable assessed 
value (all properties that pay 
property tax) 

Temporary up 
to 6 years or 
permanent 

60% voter approval Up to approx. 
$43,800,000 

County General 
Levy Lid Lift up to 
$2.475 per $1,000 
of taxable AV 

RCW 
84.55.050 
and 
84.52.043 

100% to county Up to $1.37 per $1,000 of 
taxable assessed value 
($436.31 annually for 
median household) 

Operations and 
planning / 
construction 

Countywide taxable assessed 
value (all properties that pay 
property tax) 

Temporary up 
to 6 years or 
permanent 

60% voter approval Up to approx. 
$86,640,000 

County Excess 
Levy for Capital 
Purposes 

RCW 
84.52.056 

100% to county 11.3 cents – 40.3 cents per 
$1,000 of taxable assessed 
value ($36.25 – $128.61 
annually for median 
household) 

Planning / 
Construction 

Countywide taxable assessed 
value (all properties that pay 
property tax), except exempt 
values (senior exemptions) 

Bond term 60% voter approval Any amount in order to 
cover bond payments 

 


