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TO: Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission

FROM: Troy Pierce, Project Manager
Clark County Public Works

DATE: July 27, 2011

SUBJECT: Naming Sorenson Neighborhood Park

Executive Summary

As part of the public process for Sorenson Neighborhood Park, conducted in early 2011, neighbors
were invited to suggest and vote upon a new name for the park. Of the nine names suggested, six were
approved by staff to put up for a vote. Leaving the park name “Sorenson Neighborhood Park” received
the most support from neighbors. Staff is seeking formal recognition of “Sorenson Neighborhood Park”
as the official name of this park in order to help prevent any future attempts to change its name.

Background

Sorenson Neighborhood Park is located on NW 26" Avenue at 109" Street in the Felida neighborhood.
The Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission approved the conceptual plan for
this park in June 2011. Final design, permitting and construction are currently on hold, pending
availability of funding.

“Sorenson Neighborhood Park” is a placeholder name used by staff to identify the property and is not
currently the official name of the park. Neighbors were invited to suggest new names for the park as
part of the public involvement process after some people expressed an interest in a new name at a
public meeting. Neighbors suggested nine different names for the park, including keeping the name
“Sorenson.” Three of the names, Betty Sue Morris Neighborhood Park, Water Tower Neighborhood
Park and Water Tower Hill Neighborhood Park, were removed by staff from consideration because they
did not meet Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation’s park naming policy requirements. A total of 18
votes were cast with the following results:
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‘Sorenson Neighborhood Park ‘9
‘Plum Tree Neighborhood Park ‘6
'Rocky Hill Neighborhood Park 2
‘Rocky Meadows Neighborhood Park ‘1
Basin Hill Neighborhood Park 0
"The Hill Neighborhood Park 0

This park naming process occurred before the Commission approved the current park naming policy,
and is consistent with the terms of the previous policy.

The Sorenson Name

The entire park was once part of a large parcel of land owned by the Sorenson family, which was
primarily used for agricultural purposes. Starting in the late 1970s, the Sorensons divided up their
property and sold it to a housing developer and at least one other individual. The county purchased the
eastern half of the park, including the hill, from the developer in 1978 for use as a future park.

In 2001, the county acquired the western half of the park from the Wiese family, who also purchased it

from the Sorensons. This acquisition provided an important access to NW 26™ Avenue, thus making the
park “whole.”

Budget/Financial Impacts
There are no impacts to the program budget.
Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends that the name “Sorenson Neighborhood Park” be officially approved.

Action Requested

To recommend the Board of Clark County Commissioners approve “Sorenson Neighborhood Park” as
the park’s official name.

Exhibits/Attachments
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